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valued; and not by seeking to discard the remembrances of that 
age, by deriding its achievements, and by substituting the thirst 
for gain, or the timid maxims of mere peacemongers, for a brave 
patriotism and a self-sacrificing heroism.

A vote of thanks having been awarded to Mr. Thompson for 
his paper, the Chairman requested the Rev. John Denton to read 
his promised paper on " Local Architectural Peculiarities." Mr. 
Denton said he had intended to have called the attention of the 
Meeting to the peculiarities of church architecture in various parts 
of the country, but not having been able to do so, he should read 
a paper which he read five years ago before the Cambridge Archi 
tectural Society, but which he had now rewritten. The subject 
of the paper was " Howden Church." The paper was a highly 
eloquent one, and contained much of interesting matter relating to 
the edifice under notice, and in connection with ecclesiastical 
architecture generally.*

The Chairman (after the thanks of the Meeting had been given 
to Mr. Deuton) called upon Mr. T. R. Potter to read his paper on

ULVERSCROFT PRIORY.
HAVING been requested by your Committee to read a Paper on the 
present occasion, and feeling desirous of doing anything in my 
power for a Society whose objects are so commendable, I was 
unwilling to refuse, though I have little to say, and that little rather 
dry-as-dust matter for such an audience.

One of the objects of interest to be visited in the Society's 
Excursion is the romantic ruin of Ulverscroft. A few observations 
upon it may enable the strangers who honour us with their presence, 
and propose to join the Excursion, better to understand and there 
fore better to enjoy this " finest monastic ruin of our county."

To those conversant with the locality I can offer little that is 
new, and it would not, on an occasion like the present, when others 
have to address you, be desirable to occupy your time with any 
thing like an attempt at a regular history of the Priory. It seems 
better, under the circumstances, that I should present you with a 
few outlines of the salient points, and leave you to fill up the picture 
by that actual inspection which tomorrow's visit will afford.

An antiquary, however, likes to "begin at the beginning." The 
name of a place, therefore, first arrests his attention:—

Ulverscroft, Ulvescroft, Ullescross, Alwayscroft, and Woulves-
* We have much pleasure in referring the reader to the Historical Collector, 

vol. i., for a full report of this excellent Paper which we are reluctantly obliged to 
omit reprinting here.



54 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

thorpe, as the name has, at various times, been written, has been 
stated to have been derived from a cross that once stood near the 
spot, and there certainly was, at no great distance, an ancient cross 
called St. Robert's Cross. But this would only account, and very 
badly too, for the terminating syllable. The former part of the 
name has been stated to have been derived from the fact of wolves 
having in remote times infested the locality, and an elegant writer, 
the late Rev. Thos. Gisborne, in his poem of " Rothley Temple" 
thus alludes to that supposed derivation:—

" Through Charnwood's heights their passage lay,
But fearful was the snowy way,
For oft, in cavities profound,
Down sank, abrupt, a rocky mound.
And loud, thro' ice the torrent roared,
And hard to find the treacherous ford,
And bogs no stag in June might pass
In white were veiled—a fluid mass,
And safe on Bardoris craggy side
The trooping WOLVES might yet abide,
And still with midnight yellings howl •
To comrades that on Beacon prowl;
Or follow on the scent of blood
From Birchwood Hill—to Timberwood,
While Iveshead—starting from repose—
Mourns to Lubcloud his purple snows.
Such yells on Baldwin's rock aloft
O'er meads and folds of Ulverscroft,
Still would the wakeful friars hear,
And tremble for their wonted cheer."

But I believe that a more satisfactory etymon will be found in 
the fact that at the time of the compilation of Domesday Book, 
ULFI is described as possessing land in Groby, and in a charter of 
William, first Lord Ferrars, of Groby, an inclosure between Ley- 
field and Newtown, which formed a portion of the lands of the 
Priory, is called Ulfichala, probably meaning the cottage of Ulfi, 
for I conclude that cJiala is the French word chalet latinized.

It has been truly said, " they knew where to build—those 
monkish builders." Accordingly, we shall find Ulvescroft, as I 
prefer calling it, situated in a spot exactly adapted to the habits of 
monastic life. Our old historian, Burton, says of it:—" At Ullescroft, 
standing in a dearne and solitary place, Robert Blanchmains, Earl 
of Leicester, in the time of Henry II., founded a small Priory for 
Eremites of the Order of St. Augustin." But Nichols shows, very 
satisfactorily, from a Bull of Pope Alexander III.,- dated J174, 
that the Priory was founded by Robert Bossu, for that Bull men 
tions "jura, dignitates et privilegia qua Ecclesia nostra a quad- 
raginta retro annis noscetur fiabttisse." These forty years de 
ducted from 1174 would evidently refer the original foundation to 
the time of Bossu—to the very year, in fact, in which that Earl 
also founded Garendon Abbey on the other side of the forest. 
Leland errs more widely than Burton, for he makes Roger de
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Quincy, Earl of Winton, fundator primus, and the Marquis of 
Dorset fundator modernus, evidently in the first case mistaking 
a benefactor for & founder, and the Marquis of Dorset for William, 
third Lord Ferrars, of Groby: The patronage of the Priory con 
tinued in the Earls of Leicester, and devolved on Roger de Quincy 
in right of his mother Margaret, one of the co-heiresses of Robert 
Fitz Parnell, fourth Earl; and this Roger's daughter Margaret, 
marrying William de Ferrars, first Lord Ferrars, carried the 
patronage into the Ferrars family. All these were benefactors to 
the Priory. For the first two centuries, however, after the founda 
tion, Ulvescroft continued to be a religious house of very moderate 
pretensions, not having more than three resident brethren, who 
were priests. As Spenser says,—

" A little lowly Hermitage it was—
Down in a dell hard by a Forest side, 

Far from resort of people that did pass
In travel to and fro. A little wide, 

There was a little chapel edified,
Wherein the Hermit duly wont to say, 

His holy things each morn and eventide.
Thereby a crystal stream did sweetly play, 

Which from a sacred fountain welled forth away."

It was in the middle of the fourteenth century, that William, the 
third Lord Ferrars, of Groby, obtained license to bestow upon it 
considerable possessions, and by enlarging, or, indeed, nearly 
rebuilding the house, well earned for himself the appellation of 
fundator modernus. There are those before me who will to 
morrow point out to you the distinctive traces of the old and new 
foundation, and enlarge on the spot, on the architectural features 
of the ruin, so much more ably than I can do, that I may well 
spare myself and you further remark on this point.

I must, however, direct your special attention to the sedilia in 
what was the chancel of the conventual church, to the stone pulpit 
in a thick buttress of the Refectory, and the traces of the Cloisters 
and the Chapter House. :-'

By his will, however, dated June 1, 1368, this third Lord^ 
Ferrars bequeathed his body to be buried in the conventual church 
of our Lady at Ulvescroft, and gave £100. to be distributed to the 
poor and for his funeral expenses, " whereat must be 5 tapers, 
4 morters, and 24 torches." Both this nobleman and his son held 
the advowson, as did William, fifth and last Lord Ferrars, of 
Groby, who died in 1455, and was also interred here.

When the estates of the Ferrars family passed by marriage to 
the Greys, the latter family seems to have continued to regard the 
Priory with great affection, and it was under the patronage of the 
Greys that it appears to have arrived at the culminating point of 
its power. At no period of its existence, however, did its yearly 
income exceed £101. 3s. lOfd., and the wonder is how, with so
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small an income, the house was enabled to maintain such good 
cheer, and to exercise such unbounded charity and hospitality as 
I am about to show you were maintained and exercised by the 
Priors of Ulvescroft about the period to which I am referring. 
They kept their hounds and hawks ; they employed a ranger, a 
huntsman, and a falconer; they had a woodreeve and seven wood 
men constantly employed in cutting firewood for the house—in 
their own words ; they brewed ten quarters of malt weekly; they 
kept open house for all visitors and wayfarers; they maintained 
all the poor in all the adjoining parishes—in fact, for miles round, 
and the larder was as well supplied with venison as the cellar was 
with strong ale. And all this out of less than two pounds a 
week ! They were, however, considerable forest farmers, having 
at one time 300 beasts, 1000 sheep, and 300 swine on the Forest.

I have not a doubt but that the Prior and eight brethren " fared 
right sumptuously," but I believe they have been unjustly accused 
of imbibing themselves the enormous quantity of malt liquor which 
their brewhouse weekly produced. As Scott says, they occasionally 
" drank vpsees out," but a portion at least of the week's brewing 
went to my Lord Marquis at Bradgate, for I find in the record of 
a dispute between the Duke of Suffolk and Mr. Trideswell Stretley, 
in 1553, respecting the Priory lands, that Wm. Systin, one of the 
witnesses, deposed that " about 40 years now past, Master Belton, 
the cellarer of the Priory, besought the Marquis of Dorset that as 
their outwoods were so spoiled by reason of brewing and baking 
for the said Lord Marquis, it would please him to grant them 
some of his own woods to fell." So you see all the 700 gallons a 
week must not be placed to the score of the Prior.

At the same inquisition it was proved that " upon a time about 
forty years past, Lord Thomas, Marquis of Dorset, was offended 
at Prior Whalley for his hunting, which the said Prior hearing, 
went to Bradgate to the said Lord Marquis, and amongst others 
took the deponent to attend him, and delivered him a box to carry, 
wherein was a grant from one of the ancestors of the said Lord, of 
the liberty of hunting, hawking, fishing, and fowling to the Priors 
of Ulverscroft, upon which being produced, this deponent heard 
the Marquis say thus ' Well, Prior, I have put forth my red deer 
lately: spare them I pray thee, and spare not the fallow deer.' 
He likewise said that Prior Dalby, Sir William Eland, and all the 
Canons, except Sir Thomas Massey, Sir Thomas Mason, and Sir 
Richard Eglatt, were common hunters. Another witness deposed 
that the Priors, during the 51 years he had been at the house, had 
always kept hounds, greyhounds, and hawks of their own, and did 
hunt, course, and hawk through the waste of Charnwood unto the 
saulte (saltum) of the parks of Bradgate, Groby, and Loughborough, 
that is to say fallow deer, roe, foxes, hares, &c., and did hawke at 
the partridges and pheasants." I have a note here which, though
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interrupting my narrative, may perhaps be of sufficient interest to 
make it worth reading:—

This early mention of pheasants reminds me that much uncer 
tainty prevails as to the period of the first introduction of the 
pheasant in England. The following grant of Edward the Con 

fessor to Randolph Peperking, from the Exchequer Rolls, proves 
it to have been introduced even earlier than the time of that 
monarch.

" lohe Edward Koning 
Have given of my forest and keeping 
Of the Hundred of Chelmer and Doneing 
To Randolph Peperkyng and his kindling 
With harte, hind, doe, and bocke 
Hare and fox, cat and brocke 
Wilde fowell with his flocke 
Fesant hen and fesant cocke 
With green and wild stob and stock."

It is not unlikely that this is a monkish rhyme of the annual 
grant, as the style is clearly that of a much later period than 
Edward the Confessor.

I resume—I should have stated that the priories of Ulverscroft 
and Charley were united in 1465. Tanner, however, states that 
they were united by the Earl of Winton in the time of Edward II., 
but there is no evidence whatever of this.

In 1525 Henry the Eighth granted a lease for twenty-one years, 
of the manor of Cheleysmore, Warwickshire, to Prior Whalley. It 
was no doubt through the King's connexion with the Greys that he 
was induced thus to benefit the house.

We approach the period of the dissolution. At the suppression 
of the smaller abbeys in 1534, Ulverscroft was of course included, 
but either through the intercession of the Greys, or through the 
following remarkable letter bearing testimony to the good conduct 
of the House, the order for its suppression was rescinded, and the 
Priory was specially re-founded by Henry VIII.

I will read this letter: it is from Gyffard, one of the Commis 
sioners for visiting Religious Houses, and is addressed to the Lord 
Cromwell:—

GYFFAED'S LETTER TO ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR VISITING 
RELIGIOUS HOUSES.

" The sure knowledge I have had always in your indifference,
giveth me boldness to write to you in the favour of the house of
Woulstorp; the governor whereof is a very good husband for the
house, and well beloved of all the inhabitants thereunto adjoining;

' a right, honest man, having eight religious persons being Priests,*
* These were—Edward Dalby, prior; Richard Eglate; Thomas Mason; William 

Bland; Thomas Wymondeswold; William Smythe; William Belton; George Smythe. 
They subscribed the King's supremacy, September 17, 1534.
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of right-good conversation, and living religiously, having sincere 
qualities of virtue as we have not found the like in no other place ; 
for there is not one religious person there but that he can and doth 
use either embrothering, or writing books with very fair hand, 
making their own garnements, carving, painting, or graflying ; 
the house without any slander or evil fame, and standing in a 
waste ground, very solitary—keeping such hospitality that, except 
by singular good provision, it could not be maintained with half so 
much land more as they may spend ; such a number of the poor 
inhabitants nigh thereunto daily relieved, that we have not seen 
the like having no more land than they have. God be ever my 
judge as I do write unto you the truth and none otherwise to my 
knowledge, which very pity alone causes me to write. The 
premises, whereof considered, in most humble wise, I beseech you 
to be a mean unto the King's Majesty for the standing of the said 
Woulstorp, whereby his grace shall do a myche gracious and a 
meritorious act for the relief of his poor subjects there; and ye 
shall be sure not only to have the continual prayers of those reli 
gious persons there, but also the hearty prayer of all the inhabi 
tants within four or five miles about that house. And this for lack 
of wytt, I am told to write unto you in the pleynes of my heart, as 
unto him that of all living creatures I have most assured and 
faithful trust in. So knoweth our Lord God; who have you in his 
most merciful tuition !

" From Garadon (Garendon) the xix day of June
" Your bounden bedeman at commandment,

" GEORGE GYFFARD."

The prayer prevailed. A copy of the Letters Patent, dated 
30th of January, J 536-7, granted unto the Prior of the Priory of 
the Holy Trinity of Alwayscrofte, or Olvescroft, is now in the pos 
session of the owner of the estate. After reciting the act for the 
dissolution of the smaller monasteries, the letters declare that " the 
said priory shall for ever continue in its same body corporate, and 
without suppression or dissolution."

Notwithstanding this, Prior Dalby and his brethren were 
induced, three years afterwards, to surrender the priory into the 
King's hands!

A very few monasteries were excepted at the general dissolution, 
but I am not aware of any parallel case of suppression, refounding, 
and resurrender, to that of Ulvescroft.

It is really sad to tell of the change of these holy men's situation 
from a state of almost baronial luxury to that of abject poverty. 
The Prior became the farming man; the Canons (though all had 
small pensions), wandering outcasts. The church was stripped of 
its treasures; the plate and furniture sold ; the cofiers containing 
the ancient charters and deeds (over which we should all like to
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pore), were broken open, and the muniments scattered about the 
fields. Some of them, however, were picked up and translated 
into English by the order of Sir Andrew Judd, a subsequent 
grantee. The injustice and bad faith of the Sovereign, the vicissi 
tudes of the monks, and the sudden withdrawal of extensive chari 
ties, present a painful picture of the means had recourse to in 
bringing about our glorious Reformation—means which, even those 
•who rejoice at the change effected, can scarcely fail to deplore. 
One ceases to wonder why the Poor Law Statute of Elizabeth 
should have been so closely consequent on the dissolution of the 
monasteries.

The Earl of Rutland (who also obtained a grant of Garendon 
Abbey) was the first grantee from the Crown. He sold the priory 
and domain to Sir Andrew Judd, who in 1550 resold to Henry, 
Duke of Suffolk. The Duke, with a commendable desire of pos 
sessing what had so long been the favoured religious house and 
burying-place of his ancestors, purchased it of Sir Andrew, but, by 
his attainder, it again reverted to the Crown, and Queen Mary 
bestowed it on her favourite Fredeswide Strelly, to be held in 
capite, by the service of the fortieth part of one knight's fee, and 
the yearly rent of £20. Mrs. Strelly entailed the estate on her 
nephews, the Wilsons, by whose descendant in 1609, the Priory 
House and 1358 acres were sold to Robert Peshall, Esq., whose 
only daughter carried it by marriage to Sir Robert Bosville, of 
Byana, from whom it descended by inheritance to the Reverend 
Lyon Emerson, and I was rejoiced a few years ago to witness the 
sale to the present representative of the Ferrars and Greys, of 
Groby—the young Earl of Stamford and Warrington. The price, 
if I recollect right, was £37,000. And here permit me to express 
a hope that good taste and a reverence for -what his ancestors had 
evidently dearly loved, will lead the earl to preserve the remains 
of this beautiful monument of their piety, perhaps, indeed,—

" More beauteous in its ruin than its prime."

You will see to-morrow that mischief has been at work; odious 
red pantiles have obtruded their ugly glaze upon the sombre stone 
work of the ruin. Portions of the conventual buildings have been 
turned to domestic and agricultural uses. This circumstance may, 
however, have led to their preservation; and if so, it should be 
rejoiced at rather than regretted. Your visit of tomorrow will do 
something towards investing the spot with fresh interest. You will 
have a glorious treat! You will find none of the rich stained glass 
which Wysley found in 1596, none of the venison and malvoisie 
and strong ale which would have been your welcome three centu 
ries ago, none of the tombs of the Ferrarses, none of the rich archi 
tectural details which Melrose and Kirkstall and Fountain's Abbey 
present, but you will find what such a high authority as Bloxam
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has pronounced " the finest monastic ruin in the county," and you 
will from the ruins draw a correct conclusion of what Ulvescroft 
must have been in its pride ! " A tale of the times of old" will be 
told to you. Time will not allow you to linger long in a scene 
which, now the glories of the forest oaks and rocks have passed 
away, has lost much of its loveliness, but which is still so " beautiful 
exceedingly," that you will be disposed to wish Ulvescroft had 
been the sole object of the day's excursion. There are objects of 
interest all round the ruin. There is Bonn's Clifie—a station of 
the Bennines ; there is Copt Oak, where the ancestor of our 
Herricks harangued his troops at the Conquest; there is the 
Monk's Well, which had once its coped oak; and nearer is the 
little Gethsemane. 1 should mention, too, that beautiful encaustic 
tiles would reward a little rooting in the rubbish eastward of the 
tower. The present Lord Annesley, when a pupil of Mr. Alford, 
at Wymeswold, discovered several of such rare devices and singular 
inscriptions, that I regret I have neither the originals nor drawings 
of them to shew you. I am trespassing. You will have gleaned 
from these cursory remarks, that he who addresses you is one of 
those who, rejoicing at our Reformation, feels regret at the modes 
adopted for its accomplishment, who " like the match, but not the 
mode of wooing." The destruction of monastic houses and the 
alienation of the church property seem as great a wrong as it would 
be in the present day to destroy all our venerable cathedrals. We 
might have had the good without the evil. We have, however, got 
beautiful ruins, and one of the aims of your society is, no doubt, to 
preserve them.

I may be pardoned for concluding, as I began, with poetry. 
The lines which I am about to read are by Montgomery, and they 
are so appropriate, that even those who do not admit the correct 
ness of the poet's interpretation of a mystical word in the last line, 
will be ready to admit the great beauty and truth of the rest of the 
sonnet:—

" Thy glory hath departed, Ulversdale— 
Thy gorgeous pageant of monastic pride ! 
A power that once the power of kings defied,

Which truth and reason might in vain assail,
In mock humility usurped this Vale, 

And lauded it o'er regions far and wide, 
Darkness to light—evil to good allied

Had wrought a charm which made all hearts to quail. 
What gave that Power dominion o'er this ground 
Age after age t THE WORD or GOD WAS BOUND.
At length the mighty captive burst from thrall,

O'erturneJ the spiritual Bastile in its march,
And loft of ancient grandeur this sole arch 

Whence slaves cry out, thus Babylon itself shall fall I"

It only remains for me to return my thanks to the Society for 
the honour it has done me by electing me an honorary member,
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and to express a hope that I may be able to do something to 
deserve the distinction.

Votes of thanks to Mr. Potter for his Paper, to the Exhibitors, 
and to the Chairman, terminated the proceedings.

September llth, 1855.

THE EXCURSION.

THE carriages were soon out of the town, rattling along the Groby 
turnpike. By some oversight the visit to the " Bird's Nest," near 
the Frith, was omitted; so the party proceeded onward to Kirby 
Muxloe. Here, the line of vehicles halted in succession at the 
gateway leading down to the ruined Castle ; and as each vehicle 
discharged its occupants the group became larger, until at last it 
formed a considerable crowd—there being not less than fifty or 
sixty ladies and gentlemen in the party. Among the company 
were the principal visitors of the previous day, including those 
from Northamptonshire.

At the request of the honorary secretary of the society, Mr. 
Thompson briefly addressed the party, giving a few facts in con 
nection with the history of the building. He stated that it was 
erected after the conclusion of the Civil Wars of the fifteenth 
century, known as the Wars of the Hoses. That was a period 
•when the strong castles of the feudal barons were no longer neces 
sary, but when a regard for defence was found requisite, as well as 
provision for domestic comfort. The castle was erected by the 
first Lord Hastings, the companion and favourite of Edward the 
Fourth, to whom that monarch had granted licenses to build 
castles at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Kirby Muxloe, and Bagworth. The 
castle at Ashby-de-la-Zouch all had probably seen ; that was on a 
scale of magnitude surpassing Kirby Muxloe, the latter having 
more the character of a rural residence. With respect to the 
architectural features of the edifice, he was speaking in the presence 
of gentlemen who understood them better than he did, and there 
fore he would leave them unexplained.

Mr. Flower mentioned that he had been told by the late Mr. 
Winstanley, that he remembered a group of towers at the north 
end of the ruins, similar to those now standing at the south end, 
but his father wanting bricks for a barn pulled them down. Mr. 
Winstanley himself, however, disapproved of the proceeding, and 
made some efforts to preserve the remains.

The inspection of Kirby Castle being concluded, the party pro 
ceeded on its route to Ratby—some of the visitors being of opinion 
that the architecture was of a later date than that of the licence to




